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LOVE THY NEIGHBOUR 

Key Verse: 1 John 3:16-19 
Key Thought: Love your neighbour as yourself 

“This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we 
ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. If anyone has material 
possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can 
the love of God be in that person?   Dear children, let us not love with words or 
speech but with actions and in truth.” 

1 John 3:16-19 

This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts at rest 
in His presence. Our world is a harsh place to live.  For the most part, people live a 
“dog eat dog” existence.  The way of the world is to put self-first, love self and 
provide for self.  Some natural men may display genuine love and concern for their 
fellow man, but most are genuinely wrapped up in self.  That is the way of the 
world. 

      The Bible is clear that the way of the Christian is to be vastly different from the 
way of the world.  We are taught in the Bible that genuine love for the brethren is 
our calling card (John 13:35).  We are also taught that genuine love enables us to 
fulfill the commandments of the Lord. (Matthew 22:37-40) 

The passage before us today reveals the truth that believers are to love the brethren. 
He goes on to tell us that our love for each other is one of the strongest ways to 
prove that we are saved.  The verses we have read today tell us that if our love is 
all that it should be, it will display itself in three clear, easily seen ways.  Let me 
show you from these verses what genuine, God-like love is.  These three 
characteristics of love teach us all we need to know about How To Love Thy 
Neighbour. 
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I. BROTHERLY LOVE IS EXTENSIVE 

Cain sets the Biblical example of what self-love is all about. (Genesis 4:8)  Jesus, 
on the other hand sets the standard for loving others.  He loved us as much as is 
possible.  He loved us so much that while we were still His enemies, He died for 
us! (John 15:13; Romans 5:8) 

 The Bible is trying to tell us that genuine God-like love knows no boundaries and 
sets no limits.  It draws no lines.  It never says, “This far and no farther!”  True 
love is love without limits!  If I really love you, then no sacrifice is too great.  

“Darling, I love you! I'd climb the highest mountain for you; I'd swim the deepest 
stream for you; I'd fight a jungle of lions for you; and if it doesn't rain, I'll be over 
to see you tonight.”   

This isn't real love! Genuine love knows no boundaries and no conditions. It is 
freely given and asks nothing in return.  

Famous Canadian Actor, Ryan Reynolds, was on The Late Show with Jimmy 
Fallon, and was speaking about his daughter. He said “I have always told my wife; 
I would die for you! Then our daughter came along, and I quickly realized that I 
would throw my wife in front of a bus, to save my daughter!” lol  

Do you love others like you should? 

  Genuine love is clearly described in 1 Corinthians 13:1-8 

II. BROTHERLY LOVE IS EXPENSIVE 

  Again, if we want to see what love will do, then look no further than Calvary.  
Look at Calvary to see the Lord Jesus giving everything He had to save those He 
loved.  Jesus showed us the truth that true love freely opens its hands and gives 
away everything it has to those it loves.  He saw our need; He possessed the 
necessary resources, and He met our need. That is what love is all about.  It does 
not hold anything back, but it meets needs wherever it finds them.  Now, if you do 
not know about a need and do not have the resources to meet that need, you are not 
condemned.   
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But, when you know and you can do something, you are obligated to reach out in 
the name of Jesus and do all you can to help. 

“Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you 
says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about 

their physical needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not 
accompanied by action, is dead.” 

James 2:15-17 

 We need to remember that God has given us everything we have in life so that we 
might use it for His glory.  It might be money, materials, or moments of time.  He 
can and will use it all if we make it available to Him. 

III. BROTHERLY LOVE IS EXPRESSIVE 

  Genuine love doesn’t just talk, it acts.  Without Calvary, John 3:16 is nothing but 
empty words!  People who talk but don’t act, really do not love.  People who are 
insincere might talk about helping; but people who truly love like the Lord, reach 
out to help a fellow believer. 

 Real love might be manifested by meeting a material need.  It might be manifested 
by lending a helping hand or a listening ear.  There are countless ways in which we 
can show the reality of our love for each other.  The bottom line here is this: Real 
love does more than simply talk, it acts!  

 A young mother admitted, in a testimony meeting, that she never seemed to find 
time for her own personal devotions. She had several little children to care for, and 
the hours melted away.  Imagine her surprise when two of the ladies from the 
church appeared at her front door.  “We’ve come to take over,” they explained. 
“You go into the bedroom and get started on your devotions.”  

After several days of this kind of help, the young mother was able to develop her 
devotional life so that the daily demands on her time no longer upset her. 
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Sometimes it is the simple, small actions we can do to show others we love them 
and care. Sometimes it is a listening ear, other times, it is showing up to give a 
single mother, or father, a break. Sometimes it is giving a hug to a young person, 
or dropping off groceries to a family in need. God shows us many ways to love. 

So, in conclusion, I would like to ask, how’s your love life?  As a church family 
and as individuals, we need to pay close attention to the important message in these 
verses.  Can we honestly say that we love others as we should?  Can we honestly 
say that we are meeting needs, lifting burdens, and loving like Jesus?  If we want 
to be all that He has saved us to be, then we must learn to love like He does! 

“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way, you will fulfill the law of Christ.” 

Galatians 6:2 

I challenge you this week to do something kind for someone. Perhaps a colleague 
at work, who is struggling through seasonal depression, and just needs a pick me 
up….grab an extra coffee on the way to work! Or perhaps a relative who is sick 
and could use an encouraging “GET WELL SOON” card with their favorite snack. 
Perhaps a child who is struggling at school, or finding it hard at life, playing a 
board game and giving of some time away from social media or television to 
properly focus and show love to that child.  

There are many ways. Allow God to speak to your heart and direct you where He 
wants you to show your love. God sees the needs we do not. Allow Him to lead 
you!  

Place: FCA                               

Time: 10:30am 

Date: January 29, 2023  

After Service Song:  “I Speak Jesus” 


