
THREE KINDS OF PEOPLE

Text: Mark 14:21

Key Word: Born
Key Thought: We Need to be Born Again

One thing that never ceases to amaze me is that there are so many different types of
people in our world.  Along with these many people comes many types of ideas.  In our
democratic society each one is allowed to share their beliefs.

Since the Fathers of Confederation met in 1867, our nation has witnessed many changes.
In 1981, under the leadership of Prime Minister Pierre Elliot Trudeau, detailed discussions began
on forming a new Canadian Constitution.  In 1982, The Canadian Charter of Rights and
Freedoms that was included in the Constitutional Act was passed by the British Parliament and
thereby became  our standard.

Part I.  Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

1. The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms guarantees the rights and
freedoms set out in it subject only to such reasonable limits prescribed by law as can be
demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society.

2. Everyone has the following fundamental freedom.

(a) freedom of conscience and religion;
(b) freedom of thought, belief, opinion and expressions, including
freedom of press and other media of communication;
(c) freedom of peaceful assembly; and
(d) freedom of association.

Equality Rights.

15 (1) Every individual is equal before and under the law and has
the right to equal protection and equal benefit of the law without
discrimination and, in particular, without discrimination based on
race, national or ethic origin, colour, religion, sex, age or mental or
physical disability.

All of this tells me that our government attempted to address the need of equality.  It was
a very difficult mandate to attain.  Many groups still stand in opposition to the Canadian
Constitution.  Some have been able to twist its intent to suit their own needs.  
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A time is coming when everything will be made right. Some day our nation will stand
before the Supreme Court of God to make their defence.  At that time His Books will be opened. 
His Law will become the standard of the court.  Three Kinds of People Will Stand Before
Him.

I. NOT BORN (Mark 14:21)
II. ONCE BORN (John 3:6)

III. TWICE BORN (John 3:7)

I. NOT BORN (Mark 14:21)

"Woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man!  It
would be better for him if he had not been born."

Mark 14:21

Judas had spent three years of his life walking and talking with Jesus.  He had been
baptized and became one of the Twelve.  He had opportunity that some of us could only dream
about.  He witnessed many healings; demons cast out and mighty miracles.  He had opportunity
to be taught by the greatest Teacher of this world.

In the midst of the three years something changed.  He allowed his thoughts to move his
emotions and eventually determine his actions. His back-slidden heart reached a low point during
the last Passover Feast.

"The evening meal was being served and the devil
already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to
betray Jesus."  

John 13:2

Jesus recognized the intense battle of the hour for Judas' soul.  He tried to warn Judas,

"And you are clean, though not every one of you."

John 13:10b

"He who shares my bread has lifted up his heel
against me."

John 13:18
Compare:

"Even my close friend, whom I trusted he who
shared my bread has lifted up his heel against
me."

Psalm 41:9

Fountaingate Christian Assembly SalvationPage 2 of  7



I. NOT BORN (Mark 14:21) (Contd.)

The judgement of Judas actions were quick,

"As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered
into him."

John 13:27

This became the darkest night in Judas’ life.  Not only did he leave the upper room, he
also left aside God's Spirit as the controlling agent of his life and will.  He reached that stage that
Paul wrote about,

"Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile
to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over
to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be
done."

Romans 1:28

It's unfortunate that some who have known better have chosen to listen to the voice of
devils and depart from God's Presence. 

*** Early in the spring of 1991 a 15 year old girl was reported
missing. Shortly after her body was found in a remote area in
Calgary. She had left home and decided to live without rules.  She
could not accept the limitations her parents chose to endorse.

Her search led her down a spiral pathway.  She became a
prostitute to support her rebellion.  Her prostitute friends reported
that she had decided to return to her parents within a few days. 
That tragic night was the last evening she chose to sell her body.

Her sexually abused and raped body should be a message to
anyone who believes they can control their destiny while walking
in unrighteousness.

Her father and mother were left with a scar on their
memory.  Her father was especially heartbroken.  He served as a
pastor saving others while his own daughter chose to spurn his
training for "a season".  It would have been better if she had not
been born. ***
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II. ONCE BORN (John 3:6)

"Flesh gives birth to flesh."

John 3:6a

There is great joy in the birth of a child. It was God's plan from the beginning.

"God blessed them and said to them 'Be fruitful and
increase in number . . ."

Genesis 1:28

"Adam named his wife Eve (living) because she
would become the mother of all the living."

Genesis 3:20

Even at this early time of history, Adam and Eve had sinned and therefore set the stage
that being once born was not enough. The thing that differs between this group of people and
those "not born" is that they are often very good living people.  They are the kind of people you
love to have as neighbours.  They are thoughtful and considerate of others.  They live a morally
clean life.  They give to the poor.  They serve as volunteers to help the needy.  We sometimes
think of them as the Good Samaritans of our day and time.

It is not our goodness though that determines whether heaven will become our
inheritance.  The rich young man asked Jesus . . .

"Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal
life?"
17.  "Why do you ask me about what is good?" 
Jesus replied. "There is only One who is good."

Matthew 19:16,17

We inherit eternal life because of God's goodness not ours. Even if we obey every
commandment God gave we would still fall short.  The rich man was told to sell all his
possessions and give the income to the poor.  He would therefore be laying up a treasure in
heaven. He was simply born of the flesh (born once) and could not see the value of heaven.
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II. ONCE BORN (John 3:6) (Contd.)

Even Jesus' disciples were puzzled at the Master's demand on this man who appeared to
be seeking heaven.  Jesus noticed the stumblingblock that was in his way and attempted to guide
its removal.

"When the young man heard this; he went away sad
because he had great wealth."

Matthew 19:22

When Nicodemus came to Jesus by night he had also been searching.  He began the
conversation by sharing an admiration of Jesus.  It didn't take long for the Lord to the point of
telling him that a man must not just be born of flesh to enter heaven. None of us choose to be
born of the flesh.  Our parents make that choice.  We are given the choice to be "twice born."

III. TWICE BORN (John 3:7)

"You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You
must be born again.'"

John 3:7

A number of  years ago, due to the fad of being "born again" Billy Graham began using
the term "born from above."  This is really the message of the gospel in a few words.  That one
sentence confronted Nicodemus with the truth that he needed to be twice born.  Once from his
mother and then again by the power of God.

No one can make themselves fit for God's Kingdom.  We must be completely renewed.

"There is no evolution from flesh to Spirit."

Hoskyns

Flesh can only give birth to flesh -- it is the Holy Spirit that gives birth to our spirit. (John
3:6).  When God makes something new it is completely new. It’s not something old that's painted
over. Paul wrote,

"If anyone is in Christ he is a new creation; the old
has gone, the new has come!"

II Corinthians 5:17
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III. TWICE BORN (John 3:7) (Contd.)

We not only become new in life, we also become free from our past ways.

"He whom the son sets free is free indeed."

John 8:36

The old life should become a thing of the past.  We're freed from the entanglement of its
ways.  You really haven't lived until you've been born again.  It brings you into eternal life.  It
cannot take place naturally.  It is a supernatural act.

*** I remember the Sunday on October 12, 1975, when Sharon
and I came forward to accept our Saviour and Lord. I couldn't wait
to reach Pastor Ripley who stood with open arms ready to receive
anyone who came.  Each step was one of faith.  I had to lay aside
any boastful pride.

Tears flowed down my face as the burden of sin was lifted
from me.  I sobbed and sobbed in the arms of  Pastor Ripley.

That day the birds sang sweeter. The sun was brighter.  The
air was cleaner.  The grass was greener.  It was like my eyes were
opened and my ears were unplugged.  I was indeed born from
above.

It was only God's grace that brought me from the point of
my back slidden heart (not born) of years of serving the world after
tasting the goodness of God. I'd lived for 13 years previous to that
as one only born of the flesh (once born). But at the age of 21 I was
twice born.

I've lived all three kinds of people and can truly say that
being born again is how to live and how to die.  I would not
suggest that you stand any other way than being "BORN FROM
ABOVE." ***
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THREE KINDS OF PEOPLE

Text: Mark 14:21

Key Word: Born
Key Thought: We Need to be Born Again

Three Kinds of People Will Stand Before God

I. NOT BORN (Mark 14:21) - John 13:2; John 13:10b; John 13:18; Psalm 41:9; John 13:27
Romans 1:28

II. ONCE BORN (John 3:6) - John 3:6a; Genesis 1:28; Genesis 3:20; Matthew 19:16,17;
Matthew 19:22

III. TWICE BORN (John 3:7) - John 3:7; II Corinthians 5:17; John 8:36
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